Course Description This course focuses on the concept of development, development theories and aspects of practices in the real world. Equally important is the interplay between theory and practice and the outcome of this relationship. The course provides a comprehensive survey of development thinking from 'classical' development ideas to alternative and postdevelopment theories. The course then attempts to critically review contemporary debates about development, including the link between modernity and development, participation, empowerment, gender and the role of the development practitioner.
The course format will be seminar-based with regular class discussions and several group exercises. Guiding questions on each topic's reading materials will be provided to students one week in advance of the lesson.
Grading
• Class participation (25%): Each student is expected to come to the class prepared to discuss the week's required reading materials. Each student will be required to lead one week's class discussion. All students are expected to actively share their knowledge and experience of environmental policy and politics and to participate in the class discussions.
• Weekly reflections (25%): Each student is expected to write short weekly reflections on the reading materials, focusing on a country selected at the beginning of the course.
• Final paper (40%): Each student will prepare a paper on a topic of interest that is relevant to the course, as agreed with the lecturer. Please submit a brief outline on your proposed topic (one paragraph) at the end of week seven. The paper itself should be submitted at the end of week 13 and be around 3,000 words in length (not including footnotes and references; Time New Roman, 12 pt, 1.5;lines). In writing the papers, the usual criteria of academic work apply regarding structure, quotations, references and other stylistic matters.
• Class presentation 10%: Each student will make a five minute presentation to the class on the topic of their paper
Course policies
• Punctual attendance is required at all classes. Students missing more than one week of class are required to provide an excused absence from the MAIDS course coordinator.
• All assignments must be handed in at the designated date. Late assignments will only be accepted if lateness is due to poor health or other emergencies that must be documented.
• Plagiarism and other forms of academic dishonesty will not be tolerated, and could result in a fail grade for the course.
Course outline
Our regular scheduled class time will be 9-12 am on Thursdays. 
